psychosis is one in which the childhood relationships contain security, and that 'the armor of the psyche begins to wear a bit thin in the epoch of the climax'. Treatment covers the whole range from psychotherapy to physical methods but while space is allocated repeatedly to such irrelevancies as the eradication of foci of infection there is no mention of the surgery of the temporal lobe. For readers in this country there is the added difficulty of an unfamiliar classification adopted by the American Psychiatric Association in 1952. The value of this book, which lies in the clinical experience of its authors, is largely dissipated in the uncritical, loose and discursive text. This small volume sets out to provide the newly qualifieddoctor with simple advice on the management of diabetic patients. Diabetics are classified into stable, unstable and obese and the principles underlying the treatment of each group are discussed. The different types of insulin are well described and clear guidance is given on how to achieve a smooth control of the blood sugar throughout the day. An excellent account is given of the oral hypoglycaemic agents and their limitations are clearly defined.
The value of this book lies in the many useful 'rules of thumb' aids to treatment that it contains.
But unfortunately the diabetic emergencies are poorly dealt with. In hypoglycemia the use of glucagon is not mentioned, whilst in diabetic keto-acidosis and coma, the author's concern for impartiality results in several different schemata of treatment being described, and the reader is left with no very clear idea of exactly what to do. Moreover, many clinicians will disagree with the suggested use of long-acting insulins during pregnancy and in patients undergoing elective major surgery; restabilization on soluble insulin is usually recommended under these conditions. Finally, the author has restricted his consideration of diabetes almost entirely to the disorder of carbohydrate metabolism and dismisses the increasingly important vascular, renal, ocular and neurological complications with little more than passing mention. The study has been made not through personal acquaintance but through books, journals and correspondence. Its purpose is expressed thus: 'It is more than likely that the medical professions of North America willin the not too distant futurefind themselves in the front line of the ideologic battle between the planned and the free societies. We would consider our purpose well served if we could feel that our efforts had strengthened the conviction, the resolve and the dedication of the free'.
The survey of the history and the present state of the health services in the seven countries contains much useful factual information but the authors' bias is shown by their ready purveyance of criticisms, which may indeed be justified, and their lack of appreciation of advantages. This detracts sadly from the value of the book.
As so often with this publisher, one is surprised at the high price, £3 This well-known book, which has run through nine editions in eleven years, does not require recommendation from any reviewer. In the preface to the present edition the author raises the question whether it is still justifiable for one author to write a book of this kind. In the reviewer's opinion the answer is that Professor Hegglin, a physician and cardiologist of international repute, is one of the very few qualified to undertake such an enormous task and capable of accomplishing it successfully. One of the most impressive achieveme'nts is the combination of the practising physician's understanding approach to the patient as a human being with the assimilated detailed knowledge of diagnostic aspects covering practically the whole ofinternal medicine. The chapter headings provide a good idea of the system adopted: General considerations; anemia; hemorrhagic diathesis; pyrexia; headache; dyspnoea; arrhythmias; ECG changes; thoracic pain; hypertension; hypotension; shadows in the lung fields; hilar enlargement; enlargement of lymph glands; abdominal pain; diarrhoea; constipation; jaundice; splenomegaly; hmematuria, proteinuria, pyuria and casts in the urine; cedema; pain in the extremities and spine; paralysis; loss of consciousness; disturbances in water-, electrolyte-and acid-base equilibrium. Omitting criticism of points of detail, which would be ungracious as well as inappropriate in a short review, it may be mentioned that the book would further gain in usefulness if the bibliographies were brought more up to date, and work quoted in the text always incorporated in the bibliographies. The more familiar the reader is with internal medicine, the more valuable this book should be. HKLewis 1963 This monograph collates recent researches by international experts into the evolution, neurnphysiology and clinical application of the hallticinogenic drugs.
An excellent introduction provides a stimulating, unbiased summary of the'ensuing papers and discussions. It brings into focus the limited knowledge and clinical application of these drugs. Their property is emphasized, with cogent reasons for 'psycholytic' as more appropriately describing this therapy.
While there is general agreement that psycholytic drugs relieve tension states, there is no agreement on the types of neurosis likely to benefit therefrom. Enthusiasts claim excellent results in sexual and character disorders and obsessional states, while others find them of doubtful value. Some workers visualize using the drugs in group therapy, others in individual therapy.
Much research is still required to substantiate some of the claims, but the material emphasizes the problems of treating neurosis. The theory that this therapy is related to 'brain washing' is interesting and stimulating. The opinions of enthusiasts and sceptics are fairly recorded and the reader may make his own estimate of the value of these drugs. Controlled clinical assessment is needed to assess the value of psycholytic drugs in neurosis and character disorders and to provide a clearer indication for their use.
The last session describes the experiences of three eminent laymena well-known author/ Disorders peculiar to the female child have been somewhat neglected in the literature and this delightful book is a most acceptable addition to a pmdiatric library. It is beautifully produced with a large page format and excellent illustrations. The author has drawn widely on the experience of others, which is inevitable in a field where many of the important conditions are uncommon. There are of course some gaps. In all chapters there is an extensive bibliography and there is excellent crossreference between the sections; this unusual feature is most welcome.
Considerable space has been devoted to endocrinology with much investigative detail which is probably better confined to monographs. Little is said of the various forms of duplication in the uterus and vagina and this problem is dealt with under obstruction of the genital tract. An extensive section on the ectopic ureter makes no mention of the large ureteroceles formed by such ectopic ureters: these produce obstruction and filling defects in the bladder, and may be difficult to distinguish from retention abscesses due to genital reduplication. Gynaecological aspects of bladder extrophy are discussed but without reference to the modem procedure of bilateral posterior iliac osteotomy which, by allowing the pelvis to close in the front, diminishes the risk of pelvic floor prolapse. There are excellent chapters on puberty, precocious motherhood and genetic abnormalities. This is a book of very high quality combining originality and readability with a mass of information in a clear and stimulating form for any engaged in pediatrics, in family or specialist practice.
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